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ST. FRANCIS DE SALES CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

13360 Valleyheart Drive South, Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 
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St. Francis de Sales ~ Pray for Us 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time    
July 26, 2026  

1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 
Psalm 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 129-130 

Romans 8:28-30 
Matthews 13:44-52 or 13:44-46 

SERVED BY: 
Rev. Michael Wakefield, Pastor 
 Fr. Stanley Azamety, In Residence 

Ms. Lisa Sanders, OƯice 
Ms. Tess Lumague, OƯice 

 

Religious Education 
Mr. Jack Lathuras - JLathuras@sfdsparish.com 

Little Church/Sunday Pre-School 
Ms. Rachel Munyaradzi - RMunyaradzi@sfdsparish.com  

 

St. Francis de Sales School & Licensed Pre-School 
13368 Valleyheart Drive South, Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 

Telephone: (818) 784-9573  -  FAX: (818) 784-9649 
Ms. Myra Goethals, School Principal 
Ms. Jerri Ford, Pre-School Director  

SFDS PARISH REGISTRATION FORM 

 

FAMILY NAME:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

CITY:  ____________________________________   STATE:  CA     ZIP:  ________________      
 

PHONE:    (________) ____________________     E-MAIL:     ____________________________ 
 
 

PARISHIONER INFORMATION 
 
ADULT NAME:  ________________________________________   BAPTIZED CATHOLIC:  YES __________  NO __________ 
 
ADULT NAME:  ________________________________________   BAPTIZED CATHOLIC:  YES __________  NO __________ 
 
CHILD NAME:  ________________________________________   BAPTIZED CATHOLIC:  YES __________  NO __________ 
 
CHILD NAME:  ________________________________________   BAPTIZED CATHOLIC:  YES __________  NO __________ 
 
CHILD NAME:  ________________________________________   BAPTIZED CATHOLIC:  YES __________  NO __________ 

MASS Times: 
Monday thru Saturday: 8:15 a.m. 

Saturday → Anticipated Mass: 5:00 p.m.  
Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 12-Noon 

 
 
 

Confessions: 4:00 p.m. on Saturdays   
 
 

Baptisms and Weddings: 
Please make arrangements by calling the Parish Office. 



 

This Week in Our Parish 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, 07/26            17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Wednesday, 07/29      Sts. Martha, Mary and Lazarus   
Thursday, 07/30        St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop 
              and Doctor of the Church    
Friday, 07/31        St. IgnaƟus of Loyola, Priest  
Saturday, 08/01         St. Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop 
              and Doctor of the Church             

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 

SATURDAY   July 25 
   8:15 AM        For the Intentions of Alberto Chavando  
   5:00 PM      In Memory of Bob Nunes 
 

SUNDAY     July 26      
  8:00 AM      In Memory of Msgr. Robert Gallagher  
10:00 AM     In Memory of Ron Smith 
12:00 PM        In Memory of Fr. Tony Scannell 
 

MONDAY    July 27      
  8:15 AM          In Memory of Rio Villamar 
 

TUESDAY       July 28  
  8:15 AM           In Memory of Tom Culver   
 

WEDNESDAY  July 29    
  8:15 AM       In Memory of Daniel Mc Nicoll 
 

THURSDAY    July 30   
  8:15 AM      In Memory of Sid Petersen   
 

FRIDAY   July 31     
  8:15 AM       In Memory of Giuseppe Rizzo  
     In Memory of David Ward  
 

SATURDAY     August 01 
   8:15 AM        For the Intentions of Glenn Plattner  
   5:00 PM      In Memory of Florence Guest 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK, especially: 
 

Mary Lena Waldheim, Alberto Chavando, Sonia Hernandez Chavando, 
Sean Aguirre, Gisele Hayek, Susan Ho, Angela Samona,  

Denise Loren, Leticia Romero, Carmel Rattigan, Kathy Molloy,  
Glenn J. Lawlor, Jr., Olga Oshiro, Maria Berreondo, Tanya Valazquez,  

Catherine Crews,  Deana Domsten, Mary Ann Blees, Kerry Wyse,  
Louise Brancale, Charlie Ho, Jackie Ward-Smith, Ann Murcia,  

Rosemary Schreiber, Deb Marsdale, Linda Lucas,  
Vickie Council, Joan Gore, William Moulprie, Rose Bann,  
James Armstrong, Sr., Catherine Mwamba, Kathy Polk,  

Pat Yahnke, Linda Mauleon, Sandra Mitchell, Sharon Crigler,  
Samiee Nejad, Mary Bailey, Eric Duran, Tina McConnell,  

Patrick McDougall, Tish Mc Daniel, Nina Barnes, Jana Rattigan,  
Jezebel Todd, Lauren Britton, Jen Welch, Bob Dixon,  

Tony Guadagno, John Proscetto, Dexter Gray, Annie Salazar,  
Jim Earnhart, Joseph Stockert, Rose Ang, Sheila van der Veen,  

Leonila Siga-an, Jonathan Jacobs, Sammi Petri,  
Georgina Nicoletti, Lindsay Dean, Saverio Barbieri, Davis Weld,  

Kevin Hogan, Catherine Sweeney, Jeffrey Paynton,  
Tommy Fitzpatrick, Doris McNary, Marilyn Sidley,  

Karin Quinn Forward, Susan Maria, Kevin Patrick, Sean Kevin,  
Bruce Johnson, Virginia Johnson, Fran Hurton, Arnaud Gregori,  
Mary Henriksen, Dominic Mantei, Edith Reeves, Stefanie Gabler,  

Jake Patterson, Rose Rios, Anita & Austen Canzano,  
David Bell, Marie Schewe, Tom & Judy King, Jonathan Masse,  

Steve Dee, Darya Williams, Gus Calderon, Robert Willing,  
Josue Meza, Thomas Oliver, Philip Graber, and Blake Cline  

CONTRIBUTIONS to the CHURCH 
Weekend: 07/17 - 07/19/2026 

Collections:  $6,056.00   
 

Annual Peter’s Pence Collections: $1,572.00 

          

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord 
and let Your perpetual light shine  
upon them.  May the souls of all   
the faithful departed rest in peace.   

Amen 

St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church 
As a parish, we strive to be good stewards of our resources.  
Many families have moved away from envelopes and are now 
using ParishSOFT e-Giving to fulfill their generous stewardship 
commitments to our parish, and the wider church through 
electronic donaƟons.  We have also found that many are not 
using their envelopes that we mail out.  Help us to reduce our 
envelope and postage expense and at the same Ɵme, support 
St. Francis de Sales Church in a secure and convenient way   
by giving through ParishSOFT. 

Simply scan the QR code or text the number below        
or visit our website at: www.sfdsparish.com 

If you have any quesƟons or need any support,  
please call ParishSOFT at 1-866-930-4774  
or E-mail: donorsupport@parishsoŌ.com 



SFDS PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
The Parish OƯice will be closed for summer,  for one week. from August 3rd thru August 7th.   

Will be open again on Monday, August 10th . 

Need for Lectors and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
 Your parish needs you to assist her as a lector or Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, especially at            
the Saturday aŌer-noon 5:00 Mass and on the Sunday 12-noon Mass.  
 When the Church gathers to celebrate the Mass, or any other Sacrament, her members do not gather simply         
as a crowd, as an amorphous, undifferenƟated group of people.  They gather in a variety of ministries and roles.      
BapƟsm is our rebirth into the life of grace and into the life of the Church.  In fact, the ConsƟtuƟon on the Sacred     
Liturgy of the Second VaƟcan Council tells us that parƟcipaƟon in the liturgy is the right and duty of all the bapƟzed. 
 The first qualificaƟon, then, for any parƟcipant in the CelebraƟon of the Eucharist is that he or she has been      
bapƟzed into the Body of Christ, the Church.  Each Ɵme the members of the Church gather to worship, they do so    
because their bapƟsm demands this of them.  AŌer BapƟsm, then those who are Lectors or Extraordinary Ministers    
of Holy Communion will have made First Holy Communion and ConfirmaƟon.    

Should you wish to give a liƩle Ɵme to your parish in this manner, please E-mail me your name ---
mwakefield@sfdsparish.com    

Do you wish to become a Catholic? 
Do you know someone who wishes to become a Catholic? 

 Now is the Ɵme. 
 ChrisƟan IniƟaƟon of Adults, someƟmes called OCIA, is an invitaƟon to encounter the crucified and risen 
Lord Jesus through a new or renewed interest in private prayer, our public prayer (Sunday Mass) and study. 
By engaging in the prayer and worship life offered by the Catholic Church and through studying those truths 
revealed by Christ and handed down by the Apostles and their successors, our bishops,  
parƟcipants are invited to enter more deeply into a relaƟonship with the LORD, the Most Holy Trinity. 
 ChrisƟan IniƟaƟon of Adults is the typical way that those who are interested to begin learning more 
about the Catholic Church, its prayers, teachings, and spirituality.  It is an introducƟon to the Catholic under-
standing of GOD and creaƟon and to the relaƟonship into which GOD invites each of us, both with the LORD 
and with one another. 
 Adult Catholics who have not yet received the Sacrament of ConfirmaƟon or who simply want to learn 
more about their faith may also benefit from parƟcipaƟng in OCIA.  

The first session of our ChrisƟan IniƟaƟon of Adults is Wednesday, August 26th at 7:00 p.m.                              
in the Parish Center – 13360 Valleyheart Drive, Sherman Oaks  91423.   

For quesƟons/informaƟon, please call the Parish Center at (818) 784-0105  
or E-mail Stella Rivera stella_riv@yahoo.com or  Donna Casey: donnacasey@kw.com  

 Did You Know?  
Safety on the Road This Summer 

Summer means more children are using paths and roads for biking, walking, and rolling on scooters, skate-boards, etc. 
That is why the State of California started the "Protect Our Pedestrians.  Protect Our Cyclists" educaƟon campaign.  
The campaign calls on drivers to slow down, look out for people of all ages who are   biking and walking. One important 
way to stay safe is to teach children to put phones, headphones, and devices down when crossing the street.   

For more informaƟon, please visit: hƩps://gosafelyca.org/share-the-road/   

EucharisƟc Procession on Skid Row 
Saturday, August 1st at 7:00 p.m. at St. Francis Xavier Chapel – Japanese Catholic Center   

located at 222 W. HewiƩ Street, Los Angeles.  Off of Second Street (between South Alameda and South Santa Fe Ave.)  
This EucharisƟc Procession is organized by the Office for VocaƟons, and the Sisters & Friars of Jesus Christ.  



St. James the Apostle 
July 25th 

Camino de SanƟago 
AŌer the Lord Jesus called St. Peter and his brother St. Andrew to be apostles, the Lord then called another set of brothers,           
St. James and his brother St. John.  This St. James is termed “the Greater”(the first called) to disƟnguish from the other St. James 
the Apostle, St. James the Lesser (called second).  St. James, the Greater we honor on July 25th and St. James, the Lesser we honor 
on May 3rd along with St. Philip.      
 

St. James, the Greater is known throughout the world through the famous Camino de SanƟago, the Way of St. James.  Similar to 
our El Camino Real in California (the king’s way) – there is no one set route for the Camino.  Some pilgrims begin from Sainte Jean 
Pied de Port in France, others from San SebasƟan or Bilbao or Seville, Spain, others from Lisbon or Porto, Portugal.                    
Whatever the route the pilgrims took, the pilgrimage begins when the pilgrims departs home to iniƟate the journey to SanƟago   
de Compostella in the northwest corner of Spain.  Here are three   suggesƟons for contemporary insights of the Carmino. 
 

A humorous diary of the Camino is “Travels with My Donkey: One Man and His Ass on a Pilgrimage to SanƟago” by Tim Moore.  
Here is a review.  “Having no knowledge of Spanish and even less about the care and feeding of donkeys, Tim Moore, Britain's    
indefaƟgable traveling Everyman, sets out on a pilgrimage to the Cathedral of SanƟagode Compostela with a donkey named Shinto 
as his companion.  Armed only with a twelŌh-century handbook to the route and expert advice on  donkey management from Rob-
ert Louis Stevenson, Moore and his four-legged companion travel the ancient five-hundred-mile route from St. Jean Pied-de-Port, on 
the French side of the Pyrenees, to the Cathedral of SanƟago de Compostela which houses the remains of Spain's patron saint, St. 
James. 
 

Over sun-scorched highways, precipitous bridges, dirt paths shaded by leafy trees, and vineyards occasionally lashed by downpours, 
Moore and Shinto pass through some of northern Spain's oldest towns and ciƟes in colorful company.  Clearly more interested        
in Shinto than in Moore, their fellow walkers are an assortment of devout ChrisƟan pilgrims, New Age--spirituality seekers aspiring 
to be the next Shirley Maclaine, Baby Boomers contemplaƟng middle age, and John Q. Public just out for a cheap, boozy sun-
drenched outdoor holiday.” 
 

A more sobering depicƟon is the 2010 movie “The Way” follows an American father who walks the Camino to SanƟago de Compo-
stela aŌer his son dies while making The Way.  The film explores grief, self-discovery, the spiritual and    physical challenges and the 
connecƟons formed with fellow pilgrims, offering a vivid portrayal of Northern Spain’s landscapes and the pilgrimage experience. 
 

A heart-warming and deeply moving narraƟve of the Carmino is “I’ll Push You”, a beauƟful story of friendship, devoƟon, learning 
from each other and facing adversary together.  In book form published by Tyndal House 2017 and in documentary form              
“I'll Push You: A Camino Journey of 500 Miles, Two Best Friends and One Wheelchair”.  
 

“I’ll Push You” is the saga of two life-long best friends JusƟn Skeesuck and Patrick Gray making the Camino. JusƟn and Patrick were 
born two days apart in the same hospital in Eastern Oregon and were best men at each other’s wedding.  Together, they embarked 
upon the Camino.  So far, nothing out of the ordinary.  Here is what sets their story apart from others.  JusƟn has a rare and pro-
gressive auto-immune disease, MulƟfocal Acquired Motor Axonopathy, which selecƟvely targets muscles in the body.  By 2010, 
JusƟn was unable to move his upper and lower body.  
 

JusƟn shared his dream with Patrick of making the Camino.  Patrick didn’t ask how JusƟn, confined to a wheelchair,                    
could possibly make the Camino.  Rather, Patrick simply responded with these three poignant words, “I’ll push you.”                 
And so he did.  Their Camino began in Sainte Jean Pied de Port, France.    
 

A reinforced wheelchair was carefully fabricated to withstand the obstacles of the various surfaces of the Camino route they would 
face: dirt, rocks, mud, uneven and, up and down the hills.  The enƟre Camino, Patrick pushed JusƟn, liŌed JusƟn in and out of his 
wheelchair, in and out of bed, dressed and bathed JusƟn.  Together they covered 500 miles in 35 days, through rugged terrain, 
many obstacles and challenges, they completed the Camino.  
 
 
 

What is the Camino de SanƟago? 
 

Also known as the Way of St. James, the Camino is a renowned pilgrimage of medieval origin that sees pilgrims’ journey to           
the Cathedral of SanƟago de Compostela in Galicia in the northwest of Spain.  
 

Legend has it that the remains of the Apostle St. James the Great were buried in the Cathedral and discovered by a shepherd in  
the 9th century. The city of SanƟago is named aŌer St. James: SanƟago de Compostela means St. James of the Field of Stars. 
 

Due to the enduring popularity of the Camino de SanƟago and the many Camino routes,  they have been listed as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site since 1993. 
 
 
 

             



St. James the Apostle 
July 25th 

Camino de SanƟago 
 

ConƟnuaƟon of: 
 

Why is the scallop shell a symbol of the Camino? 
It is believed that the scallop shell became a symbol of the Camino because many pilgrims would walk beyond SanƟago de Compo-
stela to the coast (where the body of Saint James was said to have arrived by boat). Many pilgrims would pick up a shell on the 
beach as a token of proof that they had completed the journey. Today, most pilgrims Ɵe a scallop shell to their bags to show that 
they are walking the Camino. 
 

Pilgrim’s Mass 
The terminus for all routes of the Camino is the Cathedral of SanƟago de Compostela.  A Pilgrim’s Mass is offered twice a day at 
12:00 noon and 7:30 pm.  In previous Ɵmes it was common for women to rest from the exerƟon of the Camino for several days on 
the mezzanine level in the cathedral while men would rest on the ground floor.  
 

Botafumeiro 
The Botafumeiro, is a huge thurible and is especially known for its swinging under the cathedral ceiling. The SanƟago de Composte-
la Botafumeiro is one of the largest censers in the world, weighing 80 kg (176 pounds) and measuring 1.93 m (6.3 feet) in height.  It 
is suspended from pully mechanist 65 feet under the dome of the cathedral.  It swings in a 210-foot arc between the transepts.  It 
swings in a 65-meter arc between the Azabachería and Praterias doorways at the ends of the transept. The Botafumeiro is especial-
ly celebrated for its swinging moƟon during special Masses.  The botafumiero can reach speeds of about 35 miles an hour.  The 
Botafumiero has been swinging during Mass in the cathedral since at least the 12th century.  The Botafumeiro is carried and swung 
by eight men known as Ɵraboleiros in mauve capes.         
                    

There is no one reason for such a huge thurible, the Botafumiero.  One explanaƟon is that the arriving pilgrims were Ɵred and un-
washed from a four to five-week steady walk.  The incense would cover the odor of so many unwashed days.  It was also believed 
that incense smoke had a prophylacƟc effect at the Ɵme of plagues and epidemics. And incense is the reminder – as the smoke 
arises so too do our prayers arise to God.  
 

Mishaps with the Botafumiero 
Over the years, several accidents have occurred during the swinging of the Botafumeiro. Apparently at one Ɵme, the Botafumeiro 
was aƩached to the rope with a hook which someƟmes became disconnected. 
 

One of the most renowned accidents took place while Princess Catherine of Aragon was aƩending Mass in the cathedral.  On July 
25, 1499, on the Feast of St. James the Greater, when Mass was held in Princess Catherine’s honor as she departed her naƟve 
Spain to travel to England marry Prince Arthur of England, the Botafumeiro flew out of the cathedral through the Platerias high 
window. No one was reported to have been injured on this occasion. Arthur, Prince of Wales, married Princess Catherine in 1501 
when he was 15.  Six months later Arthur died.  His parents, Henry VII and Elizabeth of York and her parents, Fernand of Aragon 
and Isabella of CasƟlle, decided to wed Henry, Arthur’s younger brother, the new heir, to Catherine.  Prince Henry refused.        
Princess Catherine remained in England, in limbo, unƟl Prince Henry became king in 1509, and suddenly announced he would   
marry Princess Catherine.  
 

The ropes and other devices securing the Botafumeiro have also failed; on May 23, 1622, and more recently in 1925 and July 1937. 
In 1622, the Botafumeiro fell at the feet of the Ɵraboleiros. In July 1937, the cords holding the Botafumeiro failed again, and hot 
coals were spilled onto the floor.  Current procedure is to aƩach the rope to the Botafumeiro with a set of sailor’s knots.  
 

People who have made the Camino: 
· El Cid – Rodrigo Diaz de Vivar (d. 1099) 
· King Sigurd of Norway (d. 1130) 
· Henry of Blois, Abbot and Bishop (d. 1171) 
· Aimery Picaud who authored “Pilgrims Guide” the first book dedicated to the Camino (d. 12th century) 
· King Henry II of England (d. 1189) was assigned the Camino as part of his penance for his role in the martyrdom of                  

St. Thomas Becket (d. Dec. 29, 1170).  Henry paid someone to do the Camino in his stead. 
· St. Francis of Assisi (d. 1226) 
· St. Bridget of Sweden (d. 1373) and her husband Ulf Gudmarsson (d. 1344) 
· Lorenzo de Medici (d. 1492) 
· St. Francis Xavier (d. 1552) 
· St. IgnaƟus of Loyola (d. 1556) 
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Subscribe today for just $30.00 $19.95
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BEVERLY HILLS
DERMATOLOGY

Dr. Letantia Bussell, MD

CONSULTANTSTM

MEDICAL  | SURGICAL | COSMETIC

COMPLIMENTARY
FACIAL CHEMICAL EXFOLIATION PEEL

NEW PATIENT OFFER

WITH YOUR FIRST VISIT
Reveal smoother, brighter, more radiant skin.

Mention this ad. First-time patients only

433 N. Camden Drive, Suite 805 
Beverly Hills, CA 90210

(310) 550-7661

WE ACCEPT MEDICARE INSURANCE 
and most PPO Insurance Plans SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!



NEED AN ELECTRICIAN?

The Old House
Wiring Specialist!
818.533.1975

$25 OFF
Local Parishioner

Lic 600983

Established in “1939”

Plumbing
License #383946

(818) 789-8149

Joseph Furnish  Broker 

    

“For All Your Real Estate Needs”

“GO WITH JOE!”

Cell (818) 427-8008 • Off. (818) 241-2621

jfurnish@lakestreetassoc.com
Parishioner

Betsy Sweet
Lifelong Parishioner  
& Career REALTOR® 

CA$H to SFdS
for Referrals

818.445.9453
DRE#00665282

Advertising Since 1987

bsweet@rodeore.com

Truyoo

(213) 637-7801

LIC #22416

DONNA ORCUTT RATTIGAN, LCSW
Individual & Family Counseling 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker

tel: 805.496.6762

5655 Lindero Canyon Rd., Suite 722  
Westlake Village, CA 91362 

4375 Tujunga Avenue, Studio City, CA 91604

JAMES G. MORRIS 
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Conservatorship, Trust, 
Wills & Probate

Free 
Consultation

www.TheBurbankFirm.com 
2312 W. Victory Blvd. 

Burbank 91506
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Contact Travis Lawmaster
tlawmaster@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2688

(818) 703-9799 
(877)-273-7473

Designed Right. Built Beautifully. Cared for all Year.
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