St. Francis de Sales Church
13360 Valleyheart Dr.

Sherman Oaks, CA  91423

818-784-0105 – telephone

818-784-4807 – fax
jlathuras@sfdsparish.com
Dear Confirmation Candidate:
     We, the Confirmation Team of St. Francis de Sales, welcome you to your first year of preparation to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in the spring of 2027.  We are excited for you as you begin this two year preparation to become a fully initiated member of the Catholic Church. These policies are in effect for both year I and year II. 
    Registration for this year’s Confirmation sessions will begin on Sunday, September 7th.  First-year students must register.  Fees for Confirmation I are $120.00 per candidate and are payable at registration.  A class schedule will be given at registration. All first-year candidates must bring a copy of your baptismal and first communion certificate to registration, or deliver to the CRE office as soon as able.  
     Our Confirmation Program is built upon the three legs of: Worship, Study and Service.  Attached are the Confirmation Policies and Requirements.  These set out our expectations of you this last and final year of preparation for Confirmation.  We invoke the Lord’s blessing upon you as you begin these two years of preparation to be a fully initiated Catholic.  
Best,
 The SFDS Confirmation Team:
Jack Lathuras –   DRE
Isaack Obphrachanh– Confirmation II Teacher
Dan Rylaarsdam- Confirmation II Teacher
Cathy Plattner - Confirmation I Teacher

Dr. Juan Santos- Confirmation I Teacher
Confirmation Guidelines and Suggestions for Participation
Worship.  Attending Sunday Mass is expected of every Catholic.  During these two years of preparation for Confirmation please arrange a place for Sunday Mass. You will be attending mass with all religious education students once per month after regular class (see schedule). A mandatory Retreat I is also a requirement. Retreat date . 
Study.  Our Confirmation program consists of 12 weeks, split into 2 semesters.  You may have one absence (one per block) for the entire 12 weeks.  Each semester has 5 classes. In addition semester 1 has the retreat at the end of the 5 classes. Semester 2 also has 5 classes plus a Safety session. We also attend mass as a group numerous times during the year. See the schedule for dates. 

A parent must speak with the teacher after a second absence during a block.  

An absence is defined as:

1.  Illness – this requires an email to jlathuras@sfdsparish.com . Please bring a note, signed by a parent, to be given to the catechist upon return.

2. Informing the catechist prior to an anticipated absence for an appropriate reason, such as a high school religious retreat.  

     Tardiness:  Late arrival is distracting and disruptive.  Sessions begin at 8:45 am on Sunday morning.  Please be on time.  If you are late two times, your parents will be notified.  If you are late three times you jeopardize you preparation for Confirmation.  If you are late four times, you may be suspended from the Confirmation program until you and a parent have met with the DRE. 
     Demeanor and Behavior.  At all times, you are expected to behave with respect, courtesy and good manners toward your fellow students, the catechists and staff of St. Francis de Sales.  Inappropriate language, inappropriate physical contact, rude behavior and failure to behave appropriately will be immediately addressed and may be cause for dismissal from class or even the Confirmation Program.

     Dress Code.  Comfortable and casual.  Please choose clothing appropriate for participating in a Church program, and for church attendance on Class Mass days. 
Service.  The Catholic life is one of praying for others and serving others.  Over the two years of Confirmation preparation you are required to complete 20 hours of service projects. We suggest that you do a min. of 10 service hours during this first year. Your service projects must be outside of your home (for example, babysitting, house-sitting and helping your parents do not count as a service project).  A service project must be done in an environment or program that requires that you help other people.  Some examples of service projects are:  feeding the homeless, voluntary tutoring students, working with Little Church, working at the St. Francis de Sales Festival, volunteering at a hospital or hospice. Please remember your service projects must be approved by a Confirmation catechist before they are started.  Simple verbal approval will suffice. 
