
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 

Saint Francis de Sales 
 

 
 

May 12, 2024 



ST. FRANCIS DE SALES CHURCH 
 

13360 Valleyheart Drive South, Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 
 

Telephone #: (818) 784-0105  •  FAX #: (818) 784-4807 
Website: www.sfdsparish.com  •  E-mail: church@sfdsparish.com 

Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord     
Sunday, May 12, 2024 

 

Acts 1:1-11 
Psalms 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 

Ephesians 1:17-23 or Ephesians 4:1-13 or 4:1-7, 11-13 
Mark 16:15-20 

 

 

St. Francis de Sales ~ Pray for Us SFDS PARISH REGISTRATION FORM 
 

New parishioners registration or to update your existing information, 
please complete this form & place it directly in the Collection Basket, 
hand-it to an Usher, mail-it to or drop-it off at the Parish Center.    
You may also call with updates, so we may keep your records current. 

 

Or you may Register on-line at our website:  sfdsparish.com   
 

Personalized envelopes will be mailed to you from the printing company 
in about  8 to 12 weeks, after your registration has been processed. 

 
 

FAMILY NAME: _______________________________________ 
 
  

FAMILY MEMBER’S NAME:   AGE:  
 

________________________________________   __________ 
 

________________________________________   __________ 
 

________________________________________   __________ 
 

________________________________________   __________ 
 

________________________________________   __________ 
 

ADDRESS: __________________________________________ 
 
 

CITY: ____________________________ ZIP: _______________     
 
 

PHONE: (_____)___________ E-MAIL: ____________________ 
  

 

If you use the envelopes in the pews, please make sure that you 
write your envelope number (if known),  

your first and last name.     
 

Thank you. 

 

MASS Times 
 
 

Daily:  8:15 AM, Monday thru Friday 
 

Saturday:  8:15 AM and 5:00 PM→Vigil  
 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12-Noon 
 
 

Confessions:  4:00 PM on Saturday’s   
 
 

Baptisms and Weddings: 
Please make arrangements by calling the Parish Office. 

SERVED BY: 
 

Rev. Michael Wakefield, Pastor  
Rev. Reuben Adzakey, Priest in Residence 

Rev. Monsignor Kevin Larkin, Pastor Emeritus 
Ms. Lisa Sanders, Office 

Ms. Tess Lumague, Office 
 
 

Religious Education 
Mr. Jack Lathuras - JLathuras@sfdsparish.com 

 

Little Church/Sunday Pre-School 
Ms. Rachel Munyaradzi - RMunyaradzi@sfdsparish.com  

 

St. Francis de Sales School & Pre-School 
13368 Valleyheart Drive South, Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 

Telephone: (818) 784-9573  -  FAX: (818) 784-9649 
 

Ms. Myra Goethals, School Principal 
Ms. Jerri Ford, Pre-School Director  

 



MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
  

SATURDAY May 11    
  8:15 AM    In Memory of Wilma Rebbe 
  5:00 PM        In Memory of Louis Sirico    

SUNDAY  May 12    
  8:00 AM        Mother’s Day Novena   
10:00 AM     In Memory of Julita De Castro 
12:00 PM     In Memory of Donna Lanergan    
 

MONDAY    May 13    
  8:15 AM       Mother’s Day Novena 
 

TUESDAY     May 14   
  8:15 AM            Mother’s Day Novena 
 

WEDNESDAY  May 15  
  8:15 AM   Mother’s Day Novena 
 

THURSDAY May 16    
  8:15 AM      Mother’s Day Novena     

FRIDAY May 17    
  8:15 AM          Mother’s Day Novena  
 

SATURDAY May 18    
  8:15 AM    Mother’s Day Novena   
  5:00 PM        For the Intentions of All Parishioners 

 

This Week in Our Parish 

 

 

 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS to the CHURCH 
Week of 05/03 - 05/06/2024 Collections 

 

Collections:  $  9,352.00    
Faith Direct:  $  3,625.00 
          Total:  $12,977.00  

 
 
 
 
Sunday, 05/12    Solemnity of the Ascension of the LORD; 
         Mother’s Day 
Monday, 05/13      OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
Tuesday, 05/14      St. Ma hias, Apostle 
Wednesday , 05/15    St. Isidore 
Saturday, 05/18        St. John I, Pope and Martyr; 
       U. S. Armed Forces Day 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK,  especially: 
 

Kerry Wise, Louise Brancale, Charlie Ho, Johnny Lopez,  
Jackie Ward-Smith, Ann Murcia, Rosemary Schreiber,  

Deb Marsdale, Linda Lucas, Vickie Council, Joan Gore,  
Victoria Taylor, William Moulprie, Rose Bann,  

James Armstrong, Sr., Catherine Mwamba, Kathy Polk,  
Pat Yahnke, Linda Mauleon, Sandra Mitchell, Sharon Crigler,  

Samiee Nejad, Mary Bailey, Eric Duran, Tina McConnell,  
Patrick McDougall, Tish Mc Daniel, Rio Villamar, Nina Barnes,  
Jana Rattigan, Audrey Rattigan, Jezebel Todd, Lauren Britton,  

Jen Welch, Bob Dixon, Tony Guadagno, John Proscetto,  
Dexter Gray, Annie Salazar, Jim Earnhart, Joseph Stockert,  

Marianne Karibian, Rose Ang, Lisa Miranda, Sheila van der Veen, 
Leonila Siga-an, Jonathan Jacobs, Sammi Petri, Brett Good,  

Georgina Nicoletti, Lindsay Dean, Saverio Barbieri, Davis Weld,  
Kevin Hogan, Rose Pernice, Catherine Sweeney, Jeffrey Paynton,  

Tommy Fitzpatrick, Doris McNary, Marilyn Sidley,  
Karin Quinn Forward, John Knight, Susan Maria, Kevin Patrick,  

Sean Kevin, Fran Hurton, Virginia Johnson, Arnaud Gregori,  
Mary Henriksen, Dominic Mantei, Edith Reeves, Stefanie Gabler,  

Jake Patterson, Rose Rios, Anita & Austen Canzano,  
David Bell, Marie Schewe, Tom & Judy King, Jonathan Masse,  

Steve Dee, Darya Williams, Gus Calderon, Robert Willing,  
Josue Meza, Thomas Oliver, Philip Graber, and Blake Cline  

Mother’s Day Novena of Masses   
May 12 thru May 20 

 

We offer nine consecutive Masses beginning Mother’s Day.  
Envelopes to enroll the women you wish remembered in the 
Mother’s Day Novena of Masses are in the pews.  Simply 
write the names of the women you wish remembered in these 
nine Masses, enclose your donation, and place the envelope 
in the Collection Basket or drop it off at the Parish Center.  

Your Giving Brings Hope to Your Parish 
Use SFDS Parish’s online giving plaƞorm, Faith Direct, to deepen your commit-
ment to our parish.  Your re-occurring giŌs will sustain our parish month aŌer 
month.  You will also help our parish by cuƫng costs for envelopes and paper, 
allowing our staff to spend less Ɵme processing cash and checks and more on 
helping others.  It’s easy to get started.   
  Here are different ways to sign-up:   

• Visit:   Faith.Direct/CA 882 
• E-mail:  info@faithdirect.net 
• Scan:   QR Code  
• Call Faith Direct’s  
 Customer Service:  1-866-507-8757 

    Did You Know?   
  When A Child Discloses 
It is incredibly difficult to hear the stories of abuse vicƟms — and even harder when the vicƟm  
is a child.  But how an adult reacts when a child trusts him or her with an abuse disclosure          
is very important.  Staying calm and listening aƩenƟvely is criƟcal.  Let the child know you hear 
and believe him or her, and that you are here to help.  AŌer your conversaƟon, be sure              
to document any details that could help an invesƟgaƟon and begin taking steps to report         
the abuse and ensure that the child is safe.  

To learn more, read the VIRTUS® arƟcle "When A Child Discloses" at:   
lacatholics.org/did-you-know/   



 

May ~ The Month of Our Lady ~ The BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  
 

Our spiritual exercises during the month of May can emphasize Our Lady’s participation in the Paschal Mystery.   
 
 
 

 Here are some lovely and beautiful practices to Honor Our Lady:   
 
 

 The Regina Coeli  

 

  Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia. 
 For He, whom You did merit to bear, alleluia. 
  Has risen as He said, alleluia. 
  Pray for us to God, alleluia.   

 
 

V.  Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia.  
 

R.  For the Lord is truly risen, alleluia. 
  

    Let us pray:   
 O God, who gave joy to the world through        
 the resurrection of thy Son,  
 our Lord Jesus Christ, grant we beseech thee,  
 that through the intercession  
 of the Blessed Virgin Mary, His Mother,  
 we may obtain the joys of everlasting life.   
 Through the same Christ, Our Lord.   
  

 Amen.  
 

 
 
 
 

      The Rosary 

 

Also called the Psalter of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Rosary is one of the most excellent prayers to the 
Mother of God.  Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  These consist of a long series of invocations to Our 
Lady, which follow in a uniform rhythm, thereby creating a stream of prayer characterized by insistent 
praise and supplication.  
 
 

Consecration and Entrustment to Mary 

 

The Roman Pontiffs have frequently expressed appreciation for the pious practice of "Consecration to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary" and the formulas publicly used by them are well known.  
 
 
 

The Brown Scapular and other Scapulars 

 

The Scapular is an external sign of the filial relationship established between the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Mother and Queen of Mount Carmel, and the faithful who entrust themselves totally to Her protection, 
who have recourse to Her maternal intercession, who are mindful of the primacy of the spiritual life  
and the need for prayer.  

 

Medals   

 

These are witnesses of faith and a sign of veneration of the Holy Mother of God, as well as of trust in Her 
maternal protection.  The Church blesses such objects of Marian devotion in the belief that "they help  
to remind the faithful of the love of God, and to increase trust in the Blessed Virgin Mary." 
  



The Ascension of the Lord Jesus 
Sunday, May 12th 

 

The Ascension of Jesus Christ Into Heaven is one of the most important events recorded in the New Testament.  Although               
it occupies a vital place in Scripture, the Ascension is oŌen eclipsed in our lives by the life-giving death and glorious resurrecƟon  
of the Lord Jesus.  The ascension is pivotal, especially in the wriƟngs of St. Luke. 
 

The ascension was so important for St. Luke, that he ends his Gospel with the ascension (Lk. 24:50-51), begins his acts by reporƟng 
it again (Acts 1:9-11), and then refers to it several Ɵmes in the book of Acts. 
 

The ascension accounts for why the appearances of Jesus during the forty days following His resurrecƟon ceased.  The ascension 
also fore-shadowed the final event in salvaƟon history:  Jesus’ personal, physical, glorious return.  

 

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven?  This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven,  
will come in the same way as you saw Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11) 

 

And there is more.  For the Ascension of Jesus Christ was also the climaƟc, crowning event of His exaltaƟon, and the necessary 
precursor to His conƟnuing work through the Spirit and the Church. 

 

Significance of Jesus' Ascension   
1. The ascended and enthroned Christ pours out His Spirit on the Church.  Jesus himself had told His disciples that it was 

good for him to go away, because only then would He send them another Helper, the Spirit of truth (John 16:7-16).  
And that is exactly what happened on the Day of Pentecost.  The Spirit descended on the Church with power,            
inauguraƟng a new age in the history of salvaƟon. 

 

2. The ascended and enthroned Christ applies the blessings of salvaƟon.  Having accomplished redempƟon through        
the offering of His wholly and completely obedient life, the risen and exalted Christ now applies  

 the salvaƟon He has won, by granƟng the giŌs of repentance and forgiveness of sins. 
 

3. The ascended and enthroned Christ cares for His suffering people as they bear witness to Him.      
        We see this in Acts 7, when Stephen becomes the first martyr of the ChrisƟan church.  

 

 “But He, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing  
at the right hand of God.  And He said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened,  

and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” (Acts 7:55-56) 
 

This gives us great encouragement!  When feel weak in ourselves, Luke reminds us that the exalted Christ has given us His Spirit, 
who equips us with the power, boldness, and courage we need to accomplish our mission. 

 

A familiar Child’s Prayer is: 
God is Great,  
God is Good,  

Let us thank God for our food.   
Amen. 

 

I was glancing through a book I found,  
“The Immigrant Experience”,  
edited by Thomas C. Wheeler, 1971.   
In an essay about Norwegian brothers emigraƟng  
to the United States in the 1860’s  
are the two addiƟonal lines to this prayer: 

 

God is Great,  
God is Good, 

Let us thank God for our food, 
By His hands we are fed, 

We thank You for our daily bread. 
Amen. 

SAVE THE DATE!  
Wagner Ensemble Presents — Spring Concert 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Wagner Ensemble, under the direction of Jeannine Wagner,    
presents The L.A. Connection, A Concert of Los Angeles                 

Composers featuring works by Adrienne Albert, John Biggs,            
Keith Clark, Morten Lauridsen, and Danaë Xanthe Vlasse.                  

The Wagner Ensemble will be accompanied  
by noted keyboardist Mark Holmstrom.  

 

TICKETS: $20 General Admission  —  $15 Students & Seniors 
Send your check to:  Wagner Ensemble 

1204 Manzanita Street, Los Angeles, CA 90029 
Buy tickets online: https://wagnerensemble.eventbrite.com  

For more information call: 310-339-2488 



Mother’s Day 
 

May 12, 2024  
 

      Mother’s Day began with a daughter who missed her mother and wished to remember her and to honor her.  Anna Jarvis’ 
mother was very acƟve in St. Andrew’s Methodist Episcopal Church in GraŌon, West Virginia.  Anna went to college and soon  
aŌer moved to Philadelphia to live with her brother.  Anna took a posiƟon at Fidelity Mutual Life Insurance Company, where      
she became the agency's first female literary and adverƟsing editor.  Anna moved her mother to be with her in Philadelphia.      
Her mother died in 1905.   
 

     With the assistance of John Wanamaker, (the Philadelphia merchant who opened the first department store in Philadelphia), 
Anna Jarvis arranged a small memorial service on May 12, 1907, at St. Andrew’s Methodist Episcopal Church in GraŌon,            
West Virginia where Anna’s mother had taught Sunday School.  The first “official” Mother’s Day service was the following year on 
May 10, 1908, in the same church, simultaneous with a larger ceremony in the auditorium at Wanamaker’s store in Center City 
Philadelphia (then on Chestnut St. between 8th and 9th Streets).  The next Ɵme you are in Philadelphia visit the former Wana-
maker’s store, now Macy’s at 13th and Market, meet “under the eagle” and enjoy the noon organ concerts on the largest           
operaƟonal pipe organ in the world.   
 

     Anna Jarvis campaigned for a naƟonal Mother’s Day.  West Virginia was the first state to declare  
officially a Mother’s Day in 1910.  The rest of the states quickly followed and on May 8, 1914,  
the United States Congress passed a law designaƟng the second Sunday of May as Mother’s Day.   
 

     CarnaƟons and Mother’s Day go hand in hand.  Anna Jarvis chose the carnaƟon  
because it was her mother’s favorite flower.  Red carnaƟons honor one’s mother who is living  
and white carnaƟons for one’s mother who has died.  Mother’s Day is the day for us to thank God  
for our mothers, grandmothers, aunts, godmothers, the special women who nurtured us –  
to say thank you to our mothers sƟll alive and to whisper a prayer of thanks to God for our mothers who have died.  
 

     Our Mother’s Day Novena of Masses begins Mother’s Day.  To include the women you wish included in these nine Masses 
please write the names on the Mother’s Day Novena envelopes found in the pews, enclose your donaƟon  or e-mail me the names 
of the women you wish joined to these nine Masses.  I will happily include their names in the nine Masses starƟng Mother’s 
Day morning.  Please send the names to:  mwakefield@sfdsparish.com  

GomBurZa on Neƞlix 
Released in the United States in February 2024 

Tagalog and Spanish with English subƟtles   
 

One of the lovely ninangs at daily Mass recommended this 2023 Filipino movie to me.  I watched it and found it moving and       
profound.  Some movies that I have seen present the encouraging and posiƟve life of the priesthood.  Some are “Going                 
My Way”(1944), “The Bells of St. Mary’s (1945)”, “The Keys of the Kingdom”(1944), “The Cardinal”(1962), “The Mission”(1986),      
“The Scarlet and the Black”(1983), “Into Great Silence”(2006), “Of Gods and Men”(2010), “Romero”(1989) and “Fr. Stu” (2022).    
“GomBurZa” is in this happy company.   
 

Here is one review of GomBurZa, “A moving historical drama that tells the story of three martyr priests-Mariano Gomes (Dante 
Rivero), Jose Burgos (Edrick Juan), and Jacinto Zamora (Enchong Dee), collecƟvely known as GomBurZa - who were falsely accused 
of sediƟon and treason and executed by Spain in 1872.  The film chronicles the struggle of the three priests that began with the 
secularizaƟon movement in the Philippines lead by Fr. Pedro Pelaez (Piolo   Pascual) and the rise of the advocacy for FilipinizaƟon 
of the Church.  The martyrdom of GomBurZa never silenced the enlightened, influencing others like Dr. Jose Rizal to conƟnue      
the fight for Philippine independence.” (IMDb)   
 

GomBurZa is among the most hallowed words in Philippine history, a portmanteau of the names of martyred priests Gomez,     
Burgos and Zamora, with Burgos the most famous.  There is some general awareness of their relaƟonship to what came aŌer them 
— an inspired Dr. Jose Rizal and the rise of a Filipino consciousness that led to the revoluƟon of 1896.   
 

GomBurZa opens with Father Pelaez leading a movement by fellow island-born clergy, known as insulares, opposing the transfer of 
control of parishes from insulares to the Spanish-born (peninsulares) friars of the religious orders.  Pelaez’s plea to Spanish church 
authoriƟes that the parishes were managed just as well by mesƟzo or indio priests marked the emergence of a separate Filipino 
idenƟty.    
 

UlƟmately GomBurZa is the struggle for equality and dignity.  No maƩer the colonial power, those born in the colonies were never 
as good or equal to those born in the old country.  Whatever the colonial power, whether BriƟsh or Spanish or French or Dutch, 
those born in the colonies were at best second best to those born in the mother country.  
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LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Tara Holley

 
tholley@4LPi.com

(800) 950-9952 x2134

Justin M Tabit, SE-AWMA®, CFP®
Senior Vice President – Senior Financial Advisor

310.858.4194
Justin.tabit@ml.com 
fa.ml.com/california/beverly-hills/justin.tabit/ 
9560 Wilshire Blvd, Floor 03, Beverly Hills, CA 90212

Where LA Catholics Go to Stay Connected.

Subscribe today for just $30.00 $19.95
Two easy ways to order:   AngelusNews.com/Bulletin  |  844-245-6630 
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NEED AN ELECTRICIAN?

The Old House
Wiring Specialist!
818.533.1975

$25 OFF
Local Parishioner

Lic 600983

California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

JAMES G. MORRIS 
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Parishioner
Conservatorship, Trust,

Wills & Probate
Free Consultation
www.TheBurbankFirm.com

2312 W. Victory Blvd.
Burbank 91506

Established in “1939”

Plumbing
License #383946

(818) 789-8149

Betsy Sweet
Lifelong Parishioner  
& Career REALTOR® 

CA$H to SFdS
for Referrals
818.445.9453
DRE#00665282

Advertising Since 1987
bsweet@rodeore.com

 

Joseph Furnish  Broker 

    

“For All Your Real Estate Needs”

“GO WITH JOE!”

Cell (818) 427-8008 • Off. (818) 241-2621

jfurnish@lakestreetassoc.com
Parishioner

(818) 703-9799 
FREE ESTIMATES 

• CHURCH DISCOUNT 
• FULL PLUMBING SERVICE 

• COPPER RE-PIPES 

• SEWER DRAIN CLEANING 

• 24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE

CATHOLIC IRISH OWNED AND OPERATED 
LOCAL PARISHIONER         BRIAN WALSH 

EMERALD 
GREEN 

PLUMBING


